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In the Claims 

Claims 1-35 were canceled in the preliminary amendment mailed on June 12, 2000 

36. (presently amended) A method for isefetiag enhancing the isolation of a 
polyhydroxyalkanoate from a biomass derived from a transgenic plant comprising the 
polyhydroxyalkanoate, the method comprising; 

(a) treating the biomass r with at least one chemical , physical or biochemical agent r te 
chemically derivative the polyhydroicyalkanoatc to form acid, ester, oligomeric, cyclic 
oligomeric, lactone, macrolide. amid e, amine, thioester, dioL or unsaturated 
polyhydroxyalkanoate derivatives;: and 

(b) separating the derivatized polyhydroxyalkanoate from the biomass, 

37. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein, in step (a), the biomass is treated with at 
least one chemical agent selected from the group consisting of acids, bases, detergents, oxidizing 
agents, chelating agents, reducing agents, nucleophilic reagents, electrophilic reagents, metal 
ions, aqueous solutions, and organic solutions. 

38. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein, in step (a), the polyhydroxyalkanoate is 
derivatized by a chemical transformation selected from the group consisting of an esterifjcation, 
transesterification, hydrolysis, saponification, aminolysis, thiolysis, etherification, silylation, 
addition, elimination, rearrangement, and a condensatioa 

39. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein the biochemical agent is an enzyme. 
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40. (presently amended) The method of claim 39 36 wherein the biomass is treated with 
an whoroin tho enzyme is selected from the group consisting of depolymerases, proteases, 
nucleases, lipases, cellulases, phosphorylases, and glycosidases to enhance separation of the 
polvhvdroxvalkanoate from the biomass . 

41. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein, in step (b), the derivatized 
polyhydroxyaJkanoate is separated by a physical process selected from the group consisting of 
distillation, extraction, centrifiigation, filtration, and chromatography. 

42. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein the transgenic plant is an oilseed plant. 

43. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein the polyhydroxyalkanoate includes one or 
more units selected from the group consisting of a 3-hydroxyacid, a 4-hydroxyacid, and a 5- 
hydroxyacid. 

44. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein the biomass comprises plant parts 
selected from the group consisting of leaves, stems, seeds, and combinations thereof. 
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